Chapter XXII
LAST DAYS IN SHIHR AND MUKALLA

Peace be within thy walls and plenteoumess within thy palaces.      PSALMS

WE arrived at Shihr early on the morning ofiDecember 20th, and when the
shops opened and a little life started we went out, escorted by Faraj Maqram,
a business man and friend of Hassan's, to explore the bazaar and back streets.
The bazaar was still almost empty but we were able to buy cigarettes and
smoke once again as many as we wanted. We quickly collected die usual
crowd of men and small'boys following in our wake with women peering
at us from a distance. There are a number of Somalis in the town but
not as many as in Mukalla. Their principal occupation is to make mats and
look after goats. The main and very obvious industry of Shihr is fishing
and the drying offish, but the town is also celebrated for its looms.

I was told by Sultan Salim and Seiyid 'Abdul Qadir that the present
town of Shihr is seven hundred years old It is certain that it had its pre-
decessors and one of them may well have been the small village of SMheir
a few miles further west.1 The neighbourhood has had a chequered career
and seen many different occupations. About A.r>. 821 Muhammad bin
Ziyad sent by Ma'mun became master of Hadhramaut, Diar Einda and
Shihr, and levied taxes on the ambergris, still a minor product of the southern
shore of Arabia. In A.D. 1012 on the death of Ibn Sakma the Beni Ma'n
took Shihr at the same time that they possessed themselves of Aden and the
Hadhramaut. To the Beni Ma'n succeeded the Suleihis and Shihr later
became a province of the Resuli dynasty of Yemen.

1 The Periplus makes no mention of an important post between jCana and
Syagrus but refers to the whole of the Shihr coast as the Bay of Sachalites, a. word
probably connected with the name of Shihr. In the time of the Arabian geographers
such as Masudi the expression Shihr included the whole countzy from the present
Shihr coast through Mahra and Dhofar to the borders of Oman. Shihr (shahr) and
Mahra are different forms of the same word. In any case the original inhabitants
of the country now included in the Shihr province were Mahras who wens gradoaSy
driven eastward to their present limit marked by Mussena'a.
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